CHAPTER III

THE CURRICULUM AND PROGRAMME OF
ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN FROM
FIVE TO SIX YEARS

BEFORE we can plan a suitable curriculum for the
children from five to six years, we must consider first the
characteristics of a child of this age.

We shall expect to find the children becoming more
really social at this stage. In the nursery class, although
children like to play in the company of others, their
play is largely individual; even when a group is tem-
porarily formed, each child remains strongly indi-
vidualistic, groups break up easily and little quarrels
arise frequently, but from five years onwards children
join together in small groups for the pursuit of some
idea. At this stage, too, they begin to compare them-
selves with others in respect of muscular achievement
and other forms of skill.

- In common with the children of Nursery School age,
play is still the dominating impulse in their lives, but it
now begins to take on a more purposive character and
is directed more to the achievement of some end. The
children's wider experience, either in the home or in
the nursery xlass, results in a developing curiosity and
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